
NBPA Executive DirffH.;toJj BjJjyHunter Keynotes 
at BESLA Annual Conference 

C. William ("Billy")1 -iunlef isno strdngcr 
to BESLA and his divers(' lq!,ill CMel'!' ('xern
plifies fhat of many of BESLA's most ~;e;J' 

sOiled <lnd distinguished members. fn lact 
{- iunter says th'lt he and I .arkin Anll)ld, l)llL: of 
BL'ST .A's "statef,men", attt'll{kJ [- Iovvdrd LJlli

Vf'fsit y Law Sdtool together. "We both stancIl 

dt Capilol Records", Bunter 3l:iU has tics to 
DickCriify of Solar {{ccordsand Cilf\' Watson 
through Wat.son's brother and (ather, both 
doc/Drs. Inc<lse you h;wen't keptolnetltwitll 
tlw events of the past year involving the Na 
tiolla! Bdsb~l'balI }\ssocialioll and lis players, 
Billy 1luntcr, Executive Dirednr of th(~ N.'l~ 
tional Basketball Playcr~-; t\ssociati(lll (NBP 1\) 

is credited wilh helping to furge the :-;o!i~l;lrity 
Ibat carried the NBPA through the [nanage~ 
nwnt impos(~d lock out which dt'lay(~d tht' 

slart of the 1998-99 NBA season for mort' than 

two IT\onllm. 
Since then, he has been till! driving force 

behind the increased stahlre, stability ttrld 
prpstige of the union, parlicul<uly at a time 
when the NSP/\. faced d number of high 
prutile challcng(~5 in addition to tIte lockout 
I ike tile Lltrell Sprpwell arbitration.Reo:ntly, 
H Ill)h'r oversaw tIle union orgallizing drive 
whirh led to tll\~ formation of the Women's 

National B(lske!-b;lIJ Pj;lV{'f~; J\s;-;oci;ltiu[1 

(WNlIf'i\) the first of its kind in this Cl)llntry 

Both m;de and fcnhile p!<-tyers are enjoying 
the ;:\~)Sl.Hilnn: of Hldilltainillg their highly 
t..'oillpensatt'd status. III the case of the 
'vVNBPA, v(?terdtl.')alarics were dOllbJed dlld 

pli\y(~rs ft.'n?ived yl'M round medical <me! 
p{'llsion bendits for the {irst tilH(\ 

Hlmtpr, a fatlwrol !hn)c,graduated [rom 
Syracuse Un_iversity in 1965 where II(~ ::.crved 
ilscaptdinof the school's football tCilmdurillg 
his junior and ;:;enior years. After graduating 
iw played sevL'r<li scasons for both the Wa::;h
ington Redskills illld the Mi,Ulli DolFhin~j d~; 
i.l d('!ensiv{~ bdCk ilnd kick-returner. 

Mr. I-!lHllerrcccive(j his law degree {rom 
Howard Uni vee;it yin 1969 ;llHlli'ltcl" rCG-'iv('d 
d graduate law degrt'e from lr Cal H(>rk(~!cy 
in I ()7Q, !\fter serving several years as a pros
('cutorin theS,ln Fra[\cisco I)isifictAltOflley'S 

office, Mr. Hunter was devClted to the posi
tion of First Assisttliit in tIle DAis officewhen-:, 
he war; in charge of fdony <HId (llisJemedllOl" 

prosecutions for the 90-aUorney offiCt~. 
ul1977, Pres-ident JimmyCarter appointed 

him as U5. Attorney for the NOdhern District 
of California, wlwn~ he served as the top fcd
era I law enforcement officer in nil of NOlthem 

C)lifol"niil. Mr. Hunter was ~;ubsequ('ntly re· 
appointed by President Ronald RC;lgan i:lnd 
s(,lvcd as U.s. Attorney throllgh 1983. Tn hi:) 
capacity '-IS U.s. AJlunH'Y, Mr. HUl\t(~[' was in 
Ch;)fW' Df illlUmber of celebraLed cases indud-· 
tug hi:; successful prosecution of the Hell:,> 
Angds motorcycle gang on tlnlg l.:hargt~s awi 
the People's' ft'II1ple C.lSl'S. It \vas Mr 1- JUiltcr' s 
recommendation that led President CHIN tu 
gfimt J. pardon to Patty I--Ic'Wit. 

Following his tenure at the U.S. 
Attorney's office, Mr. I {unter "Vi'IS engaged 
in private practice as <l partner in several 
Wt'st Coast based law finns. rn 1990, he 
ojwned his own O;lkJ<1Jlli ba:->cd firm, J---1unter 
& Associates spt'cializing in businl'ss, c·nter·, 
Ininrnentand whih·collarcdminal iitigZllion 

where ht~ rcrn<lincd until dccepling the posi
tion as Executive Director of the NBPA. 

Hunter, who is rnarried to Janice Hontel'. 
has been reorganizing the NBP A and has 
expanded its staff. There, 11unter hi;W place an 
empll3sis on increasing player services (lcliv
(~n~d by the union to Hs members. The ,UlIHlal 
fJESLA coni'('n.'nte in Puerto Vallarta this year 
wasMr, rlunh~r's first visit toa BESLAconfer
enee. But if he is at aJi !ih) BEStA's other 
dj~ljjnguished guests, it won't be his last. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER: 27, 1999 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

BESLA B<i>ard of Direc10rs Meeting 

Conference Registration 

Welcome Reception - VamOl1OS Va Siesta! 
Sponsors: No Limit Entertaillment • ZornlM Records' Merrill Lynch 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1999 
7:30 a. m. - 6:00 p. m. Conference Registration 

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. SESSION ONE 

Seminar la: "Can Lawyers Audit-Proof Artist's 
Recording COl1tracts 7" 
Moderator: fred S. Moultrie. CPA (Con3U\IBnt. HOYJlty Comp:iance Division 
--~ Mogs Adarns. Ll.P) 

Pa.nelists: Raphae! Tisdale. Esq. (FOflller IIp, 8(JS'fe5..'> & Lo:$l MailS, Capitol 

Hxorti.<;,\ • Jef1'rey M. Tumer, CPA (providen,t Finane!',! Management) • Virgil 
Roberts, Esq, (partner --!k'bbil\ & r\ij)O(ts) 

Seminar lb: "Is Your Lawyer an Agent il1 Disguise? 
Avoidil1g COl1flicts of l11terestil1 Talel1t 
Representatiol1" 
Moderalol'! Darrell D. Miller, Esq. (Partr)er. Miller Ranco, UP) 
Panelists: Wendy N. Turner, E.sq. (N1ana~cr, l'W1gic Johnson Management 
Group)· Andrea Y. Nelson, Esq. (CrealiWAltistAgt,"l1CY) --EdWin 
Hawkins, Esq. (Glwx.;lIOlllOS€I, No LimitSpo11S) • William-R. Martin. Esq. 
(Partner, MillIott, Phelps & Phillips)- Peter Haviland, Esq. (P8Ilner, Kaye, 
Scholar, Herman, llays & Handler)- Yolanda L. Jackson (Oiredor of Alhlnto 
RelatIOns and Communlcalions, Women's Spbrls foundation) 

10:30 a.m. - 1I!15 a.m. 
ROUNDTABLE: "All Glitter C; No Gold" 
Participants: Robert Henderson (Hendt;(son Hnancia\ Group) • Ted Reid 
(Morgan Stanley Dean Witter) 

""5 a.m. - ""30 p.m. SESSION TWO 

Seminar za; "Trel1ds il1 Syl1~icatiol1 Deal Makil1g" 
Moderator: Nina. l. Shaw, Esq. (Ptlrtfl(Jr~O<;I, Sha·,'J, Bye & Moonvesj 

Panelists: Walte.r Pearcey (I-'wsldcnt. BI_tic\< reall Enter1<lInmenl, a jOil1t 

vlmture with Warner [3ros. Telovi:-Jon} • loel )3erman (Co,PreSldent PmBlIlount 
P;ctures CG!poratio(l Domemic -{cil]visioll Oil/.SKlfll 

Seminar 2b: "Death Knell for Sports Agel1ts? 
A Lawyer's Ul1derstandil1g of the NBA's 
New Collective Bargail1il1g Agreement" 
Moderator: Kenneth L. Shropshire, Esq. (Professor, The Wharton Selloul. 

UniverSity oi Pennsylvania) 

Panelists: Ray Mosele.y (National Sales Manager, ANO 1)· William l. 
Strickland, Esq. (PresiderMCLD, S\rid<l,md 8. Ashe Management, LLGj • 
john C. Gra.ves (Presielew·,;["\). P!ofile Sports C()(lsul!clnts)· Wendi 
IIlmlley. Esq. (Pre~;ldclll !k Sf'l:C (";''---''-'1), Ltd_) 

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
LUNCHEON PROGRAM - "Business Management for 
Clients in the Entertainment Industry" 
ModeratoT: Vernon Brown, Esq., CPA N. Brown 8. Company) 

Panelists: Horace Madison. CPA· Solomon Smallwood. ErroU 
Collier, CPA. laura Gordon, CPA 

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m, 
ROUNDTABlE - "Piloting Your Own Entertainment Law 
Practice and Avoiding the Turbulence" 
Participants: Reggie Osse, Esq. (Pwtner - Osse- & WOOds, P.C.) .. Virgil 
Roberts, Esq, (MBnaging Partner,~ B{)bbit & Roberts) .. Ron Sweeney, £sq;, 
(Pr€lsidanl, Epic liecords Group) • louise C. West, Esq. (President/CEO, West 
flltertaiflment Serv'.ce-s, Inc.) .. John P. Kellogg, Esq. Q.oaw Offices 01 John P 
Kellogg) • Ed Woods, Esq. (Partner"" Osse & Woods. P.C.) 

Afternoon Free - On Your Own 

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Activities: Golf, Tennis 

6:00 p. m. ~ 9:00 p. m. Dinner on Your Own 
Networking Dinner for Students and Recent Practitioners
Puerto vall .. ta Marina 

9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. COMEDY SHOWCASE 
Sponsor: Product provided by ranqu€l'ay 
Host; Michael Colyar 

Comedians: David Raibon • ChMlcs Cozart. Sister Quin1cUa Caldwell 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1999 
9:00 a.m .• 1:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

conference Registration 

SESSION THREE 

Seminar 3a: "New Distributiol1 al1d Marketil1g 
Trends for l11dependent Films: The Lawyer's 
Perspective" 
Moderator; Eugene Haynes (Of reel or of ProduCliof) & Acquisitions, 
USA Films) 

panelists: Garv A. Watson, Esq. (1..ilwOffcos ofGas)' A. Watson) - Melissa 
Krl~ten Breaux (meclcr 01 De\'ClOlXlIefll. HarBei Pfoiitx:tKx1.~ and {)evebpme(lt 

ExocuUve, Pam F'ic\I.fCSj. Chepell Chase (f'-ost-PrOOuctro Toc/1(lim] Prcdlx::er, 

TIm Tape Hou:;O Ef:tOlbJ Co.) • Nia T. Hill (Executive f'rtXJuc:cr of DtNeloi:xf\mI, 
Strar.gs ~1 frms) • Monica Harris (Senioc CoJI1S8l. VH·\ Music First) 

Seminar 3b: "ll1teractive El1tertainment 2000: 
Busil1ess S Legal Issues Challel1ging Mil1ority
OWl1ed New Media Ventures" 
Moderator! Marcelino rord~livene, (sq. (Counsel for N(:l'N Media Policy, 

Federal Communications GomrnisSI'on) 

Panelists: Darien Dash (FoundeoPmsidenVCEO. Oiglli:ll Ma!1a Entertammerl[, 
LLG) • Morris l. Reid (Ptin{;ipal, Dl);WflY Square Group)- Tatia Williams, 
Esq. (V.P.. Business & legal Affairs, Oxygen Me<lin, LtC) • lim Cobb, Esq. 
{Foundor/PreSident 3. CEO, Hipo.com} ~ Kirsten Albrecht. Esq. (Vp., 8usino'<;:-l 
& Legal }\U;liIS, DigAal b~~l'{lillnrllen\ Network IDEN)) 
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